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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, Claims 1-1 7, 26-41. and 50-51 in 
the reply filed on December 8, 2006 is acknowledged. 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



Claims 1-17, 26-41, 50-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The claims are rejected as falling under the judicial exception of an abstract idea 
which lacks a useful, concrete, and tangible result. A claimed series of steps or acts 
that do not result in a useful, concrete, and tangible result are not statutory within the 
meaning of 35 USC 101 . In the instant case, the claims recite, "issuing" "executing" 
"determining" and "managing" However, no useful, concrete, and tangible result is 
claimed. Non of the steps being claimed at the end of the claim may comprise a useful, 
concrete, and tangible result. Absent such a result, however, the claims are not 
statutory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



2. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 



4. Claims 1-17, 26-41, 50-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Bert Scalzo ("Oracle DBA Guide to Data Warehousing and Star 
Schema"), hereinafter "Scalzo". 

As per claim 1 , Scalzo teaches a method of managing execution of query 
operations in a data processing system comprising: 

• "issuing, by a requesting entity, a request to perform a composite query operation 
defined by at least an initial query operation and a subsequent query operation to 
be executed against a data repository of the data processing system" at bottom 
of page 6, ("upserts" operation comprises update and insert operation) 

• "executing the initial query operation" at bottom of page 7, (executing 
"update_command"); 

• "determining an operation status of the initial query operation" at top of page 8, 
("if update fails because record not found"); 

• "managing execution of the subsequent query operation on the basis of the 
determined operation status" at top of page 8, (Executing insert_command if 
update fails) 
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As per claim 2, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "determining and 
managing are performed by a composite query operations manager" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 3, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "the requesting 
entity is an application and wherein the determining and managing are performed by a 
composite query operations manager" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 4, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "the initial and 
the subsequent query are SQL statement" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 5, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "determining an 
operation status of the initial query operation comprises determining a number of items 
affected by the initial query operation" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 6, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "determining an 
operation status of the initial query operation comprises determining whether the initial 
query operation complete successfully" at page 8. 

As per claim 7, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "determining an 
operation status of the initial query operation comprises determining, on the basis of a 
return code received upon completion of the initial query operation, whether the initial 
query operation completed successfully" at page 8. 
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As per claim 8, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "managing 
execution of the subsequent query operation comprises: executing the subsequent 
query operation only if the initial query operation did not complete successfully" at page 
8. 

As per claim 9, Scalzo teaches a method of managing execution of query 
operations in a data processing system comprising: 

• "issuing, by a requesting entity, a request to perform a composite query operation 
defined by at least an initial query operation and a plurality of subsequent query" 
at page 6, "upsert operation"; 

• "providing selection logic defining a next query operation of the composite query 
operation to e executed" at pages 7-8, the "Pro-C program"; 

• "providing a plurality of failure conditions for determining when a failure of the 
composite query operation occurs" at pages 7-8, the "Pro-C program"; 

• "managing, using a composite query operations manager, execution of the initial 
query operation and the plurality of subsequent query operation on the basis of 
the selection logic and the plurality of failure condition" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 10, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 9, wherein at least one 
failure condition of the plurality of failure conditions indicates the initial query operation 
and an operation status of the initial query operation which indicates a failure of the 
composite query operation" at pages 7-8. 
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As per claim 11, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 10, wherein "each other 
failure condition of the plurality of failure conditions indicates a series of the initial query 
operation and at least one of the plurality of subsequent query operations, and an 
operation status of the at least one of the plurality of subsequent operation which 
indicates a failure of the composite query operation" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 12, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 9, wherein "managing 
execution of the initial query operation and the plurality of subsequent query operations 
comprise a) "executing the initial query operation"; b) determining an operation status of 
the initial query operation"; c) determining, on the basis of the operation status and the 
plurality of failure condition, whether failure of the composite query operation occurred" 
d) "if no failure of the composite query operation occurred: i) determining the next 
operation to be executed from the plurality of subsequent query operations using the 
selection logic"; ii) "executing the next query operation"; iii) "determining, on the basis of 
the operation status of the next query operation"; iv) "determining, on the basis of the 
operation status and the plurality of failure conditions, whether failure of the composite 
query operation occurred"; v) "repeating step d) for at least one other of the plurality of 
subsequent query operations" at pages 7-8; 

As per claim 13, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 12, wherein step c) and iv) 
comprises, if failure occurred: completing execution of the composite query operation, 
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and returning a failure code as completion status of the composite query operation 
indicating a failure condition from the plurality of failure condition" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 14, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 12, wherein step b) and 
step iii) comprise determining whether the respective query operation complete 
successfully" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 15, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 12, wherein step b) and iii) 
comprise determining, on the basis of a return code received upon completion of the 
respective query operation, whether the respective query operation complete 
successfully" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 16, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 12, wherein step b) and iii) 
comprise determining whether the respective query operation completed successfully 
and, if the respective query operation completed successfully: completing executing the 
composite query operation" at pages 7-8. 

As per claim 17, Scalzo teaches the method of claim 9, wherein "the initial and 
each subsequent query operation is an SQL statement" at pages 7-8. 
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Claims 26-41 and 50-51 recite a computer readable storage medium and a data 
processing system for performing similar method as in claims 1-17 and are therefore 
rejected by the same reasons. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17, 26-41, and 50-51, have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3574 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
41 16. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Khanh B. Pham 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2166 



March 7, 2007 




